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Speech and language therapy advice 

Talking 
Reception aged child (four to five years old) 

 

Things your child is starting to do 
Your child can: 

• Use longer sentences to talk about things  

in the present, past and future, using 
joining words such as ‘because, then, so’. 

• Ask and answer ‘what?’, ‘where?’ and 

‘when?’ questions. 
• Answer ’what could we do next?’ questions, for 

example, “you can’t find your coat, what will 

you do next?”. 
• Re-tell a favourite story using some of the 

words that they have heard with some of 

their own words. 

 

Developing your child's talking 
skills 
Top tips for adults’ communication style: 

• Try not to ask too many questions – instead, 

talk about what your child is doing during 

play/everyday activities using simple 
sentences. Repeat back what your child says, 

but add one more word, for example, child 

says ‘the dog’s running’, you say ‘yes the 
dog’s running fast’. 

• Ask open questions, for example, “what did 
you like about today?” If they find it difficult to 

answer, offer a choice, for example, ‘did you 
like playing with the cars or your bricks?’. 

• Model correct grammar, for example, child 
says: “I goed to Grandpa's at the weekend”. 

Adult says: “Yes you went to Grandpa’s”. 
• Build your child’s vocabulary by telling 

them new words, for example, child says 

“that’s a big dog”. The adult says “yes it’s 
enormous! That means it’s really big!”. 

Top tips for the environment (school or home): 

• Create opportunities to talk with your child, 

for example, whilst they are playing, at 

family meal times, when sharing news, 
working with other children in pairs or small 

groups. 

• Set up interactive displays using objects, 
artefacts, photographs and books that 

children can use to talk about what they have 

experienced or learnt. 
 

Activities to try: 

• Create a story book using photos of family or 
school activities/events and use these to help 

your child to talk about what happened. 

• Share a familiar story and then help your child 
to re-tell it using just the pictures (or props). 

• Support your child to play with a range of 

different toys and activities that develop 
language and imagination. Act out stories 

together, for example, in the home corner, 

dressing up, and playing shops. 

 

What can I do next? 
If you still have concerns having tried the ideas 
above, you may find it useful to discuss your 

concerns with your school SENCo or if you are 
unsure and would like further advice, then you 

can call the Virgin Care SPA on 0300 247 0090 

and ask to speak to a speech and language 
therapist.
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