
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Speech and language therapy advice 

Talking 
Year one and two aged child 
(five to six years old) 

Things your child is starting to 
do 
Your child can: 

• Learn new words quickly and easily. 

• Use longer sentences with different ‘joining’ words 
such as ‘until’, ‘before’ and ‘when’ for a range of 

purposes, for example, to sequence, solve 

problems and clarify thinking, ideas, feelings and 
events. 

• Ask lots of questions to find out specific information, 
for example, How...? Why...? What will happen if…? 

• Accurately retell something that has happened in 
the past using - ed word endings (but may still find 

- ew and - ought verb endings more difficult, for 
example, ‘I throwed the ball’, ‘I buyed some 
bread’.) 

 

Developing your child’s talking 
skills 
Top tips for adults’ communication style: 

• Give your child plenty of time to think and talk, 
without answering for them or finishing their 
sentences. 

• Give your child support when needed, for 
example, prompting with first word, 

encouraging to re-order ideas, modelling 
sentences with joining words, for example, 
“we’re going to the shops before we go to 

Grandma’s”. 

Build your child’s confidence through 
specific praise, for example,  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
“I liked the way you used the word 

brilliant!” 

• Model correct grammar, for example, child 
says: “I buyed some stickers”. Adult says: 

“Yes! You bought stickers”. 

 
Top tips for the environment (school or 
home): 

• Use visual supports, for example, 
photos/pictures, to re-tell less familiar 

stories or to create new stories. 

• Set up interactive displays using objects, 
artefacts, photographs and books that 

children can use to talk about topics/new 

vocabulary that they have 
experienced/learnt. 

 

Activities to try: 

• Create a vocabulary book using pictures about a 
favourite subject/event, for example, Star Wars. 

• At circle time or on a car journey pick a topic 

and take it in turns to go through the 
alphabet and say a related word beginning 

with each sound in the alphabet. 

• Brainstorm ideas for a story together and 
note these down using simple drawings and 

key words, for example, characters, places, 

timings, what happened, what went wrong 
and how did he sort the problem. Use these 

ideas to support them in telling their story in 

a logical order. 
• In everyday situations, help them to develop 

their thinking skills by talking through 

problems and solutions with them as they 
happen, for example, “Oh, that lady’s bag’s 
just broken, I wonder how she’ll get her 

shopping home now. Maybe she will...”. 

 

What can I do next? 
If you still have concerns having tried the 
ideas above, you may find it useful to discuss 

your concerns with your school SENCo or if 

you are unsure and would like further 
advice, then you can call the Virgin Care SPA 

on 0300 247 0090 and ask to speak to a 

speech and language therapist. 
 

www.virgincare.co.uk 

 

http://www.virgincare.co.uk/


 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 


